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[ The word climate tells us what the weather is like in a place over a number of years. This includes the
average weather conditions in an area and the sequence of seasons: spring, summer, autumn, winter.
Climate also describes special weather events such as tornadoes and floods. 5o, the climate of an area
basically tells us what the weather is like in a particular place. For instance, the climate of Switzerland in
winter is cold, with heavy snowfall. The climate of a tropical area such as Mauritius is warm and humid, with
‘occasional showers or thunderstorms. The climate in an area can change from one year to the next, one
decade to another, one century to another, or any longer time period.
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Until now, climate change has taken place over a very long time, in the same way that changes in the earth
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and mankind have taken many years to come about. But what has made all the scientists, politicians and
environmental activists so alarmed in recent years? Well, the earth has warmed by about 1% over the past
100 years. Scientists are not exactly sure how and why this change has taken place so quickly. The Earth
could be getting warmer on its own, but scientists think that people’s actions and mistakes are helping to
make the Earth warmer much more quickly.

Some of the reasons which sclentists have pointed out are:
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Global warming is the term used to refer to the average increase in the Earth's

temperature. When scientists talk about the issue of climate change, they are
worried about global warming caused by human activities. A warmer Earth will
lead to changes in rainfall patterns and a rise in sea level. Warmer temperatures
also have an effect on plants, wildlife, and humans.
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